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Primates Social Behaviors
Primates represent a unique order of mammals who are directly linked to humans. The study of primate’s social behavior is important as it helps humans to relate their behavior and understand the animal behavior within humans. Researching on the social behavior of primates helps one to develop traits that link ancestral past and what to expect about the future. By understanding the behavior of the primates, we get the opportunity to know ourselves better. The main behavior associated with primates is their ability to form kinship hierarchies (Goldfoot, 2013). The ability to understand how primates can differentiate relatives and procreate for the future provides a foundation for understanding primate behavior. Primates can form coalitions to overthrow hierarchies or bring an end to something they consider unjust (Janson, 2017). The formation of the coalition represents the behavior of cooperating for mutual gain. Primates can deceive one another to cause a distraction that can help them overcome their weaknesses (Zuckerman, 2013). These behaviors represent the primates which need to be understood to boost conservation efforts.
The topic on primate’s social behavior is important as it helps uncover unique traits associated with primates that make them adaptable to their environment. By understanding their unique behaviors, it allows humans to reduce conflict with the primates. It further provides the opportunity of learning human behavior by drawing a comparison to those of other primates. As science argue that the process of evolution is ongoing, the research on primate behavior can be used to predict the changes of behavior and what these changes would mean when it comes to the survival of the primates in the future. These behaviors can help us understand the challenges faced by other primates and what humans can do to end these challenges. Primate behavior is crucial since they are close to humans and their relationship is good for scientific study.
The study of primate behavior will impact conservation efforts of primates. The behavior of establishing kinship hierarchies will allow conservationists to give freedom to primates by allowing them to intermingle with primates from different kinship hierarchies. The idea will ensure that primates can reproduce and grow their numbers. Further, the understanding will help unearth issues that lead to primate conflict and the formation of the coalition (Zuckerman, 2013. These conflicts often lead to deaths which reduce the number of primates in forests and other habitats. The focus of conservation is to protect animals and understanding their behavior can help conservationists to develop policies aimed at protecting the environment as well as conserving these primates. All this is possible through the understanding of primate behavior that can be best achieved through research.
There exist gaps in this research based on much focus on chimpanzees and humans compared to other class of primates. Even though there is a close similarity between all the primates, there are distinguishing features that influence behavior. The focus of this research was on three behaviors exhibited by almost all the primates. The behavior of forming kinship hierarchies, deliberate deception and forming coalitions identifies primates. The behavior of primates showing their human nature, their ability to associate with humans and the reasons why they become wild sometimes need to be researched (Goldfoot, 2013). These areas of behavior are crucial as it allows people to understand primates better and take precautions whenever they interact with primates during their conservation efforts.
The other aspect that needs to be explored in primate behavior is their advanced abilities to differentiate kinship. Primates such as chimpanzees and apes have similar looks which are challenging for humans to differentiate. The manner in which these primates have advanced sensory features to differentiate who is close and those that they do not have an association is baffling (Janson, 2017). The issue needs to be researched so that the findings can help to improve the understanding of primate behavior. A better understanding of this behavior will help in providing researched based evidence that explains the unique behavior and how it can best be used to enhance conservation. At the end of it all, the relationship between primates and majorly humans can be explained and understood.
· What are the unique characteristics that make it easier for primates to establish kinship hierarchy?
· How can the behavior of forming coalition and deception explain the existence of conflicts within primate habitat?
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